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Pear. LX. vir; 11.0 2 


thou our help in trouble; for vain is the 


be 
* help of Man. 


Nils confeſsd on all hands, that Man is a 
Creature fram'd and defign'd for Socigtyy, 
' He muſt either be advanc'd above, or de- 
preſs'd below the condition of Humane Nature, 
who can livè in Solitude, and with any tolerable 
comfort ſubſiſt by himſelf, without the Help and 
Aſſiſtance of others. And it is ns leſs evident, that 
the main End and Deſign of Society is mutual Suc- 
cour and Prõteẽction. This was the prime Intend- 
ment of that firſt and ſupernatural Increaſe which 
we find Gen. 11. 18. It is not good that Man ſhould be 
alone ; I will make him( ſays God) an help meet for him. 
It is therefore natural in all Difficulties and Exi- 
gencies to implore the Aid and Aſſiſtance of others: 
and whenever that proves defective and ineffectual, 
it io leſs natural alſo to have Recourſe to an 
higher Power, to an omnipotent Protection and 
Refuge; when the neighbouring Streams and Cha- 
nels are dried up, to betake our ſelves to the Foun- 
tain and Spring- head; in ſhort, when all inferiour 
Helps fail or forſake us, to ſeek Relief from God, 
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as good King David does in the words now before 
us, O be thou our help, & c. What tho' on this Day 


we were deprived of one of the beſt Kings that 


ever ſat on the Engliſßh Throne? we are not to de- 


ſpond, or deſpair of God's Protection, as if his Fa- 
vours were quite exhauſted, and Heaven had no 
more Bleſſings in ſtore for us; for ſays the Royal 
Prophet, O be thou our help in Treuble: fo on the o- 
ther hand, what though ( blefled be God) we 
at the ſame inſtant, are made happy by the moſt 
agreeable Succeſſion of the beſt of Queens? (fit in 
every point to ſucceed ſuch a Brother!) Weare 
not (I ſay) to be over weaningly confident of Suc- 
ceſs and Happineſs: through God indeed we ſhall do 
great Acts, and it is He that ſhall tread down our Ene- 
mies, well, therefore may we pray with holy 
David, that God would go forth with our Hoſts and Ar- 

mies, for vain is the help of Man. hs | 
| The Words ſuppole troubles in this Life; as our 
abode here upon Earth is but thort and uncertain 
(for we have here no-continuing City) ſo this Life is a 
ſtate of tryal and probation, and there is no true 
Reſt and Happineſs to be found on this fide Hea- 
ven; Man that is born of a Woman is of few daysggand 
full of trouble; and it cannot be otherwiſe,. ſo A 
as we live in this Vale of Miſery, where we meet 
with nothing but Vanity and Vezation of Spirit, as 
the Wife Man ſpeaks by the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and from his own 3 [ 
_ ve 


| "CTY 
have ſeen all the Works that are done under the Sun, 
and behold all is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 

The very beſt of Men are not exempt from Try- 
als and Tribulations here upen Earth, in the World 
ye ſhall bave Tribulations ſays our Saviour, yea all that 
will live godly in Chriſt Feſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution 
fays St. Paul; and however it may poſſibly fare 
with other Men, yet many are the afflictions of the Righ- 
teous : It is the common Lot and Portion of God's 
Children to feel the Rod of Affliction, oftener it 
may be than ſome others do; for what Son is he 
whom the Father chaſteneth not, if they do amiſs (and 
who does not) they muſt expect to ſmart for it here 
or hereafter; now the Merciful Goodneſs of God 
intends them no Condemnation hereafter; there- J 
fore as the Apoſtle ſays, they are chaſtened of the 
Lord, that they ſhould not be Condemned with the World. WW 
Nay further yet, not only the Beſt, but the Great-- 
eſt Men are ſubje& to Iroubles; David a Man af- 
ter God's own Heart; and David a Good, and For- 
tunate, and Victorious King too, was not freed from 
them. Lord remember David and all bis Troubles; his 
Troubles were neither the fewer nor the leſs for be- 
ing King; ſo very unquiet and unealie was the 
greateſt part of his Reign. 

It is a difficult thing for Subjects to make a 
juſt and right eſtimate of the Cares, Troubles, and 
Solicitudes which attend the Crowns and Scepters 1 
of Princes, and are only known by Experience; but. 

we 


„ 


T7" | 
-we may reaſonably believe them inore and preater 
than we can well imagine, which ſhould -excite 


aud quicken the Hearts of all Good and Loyal Sub- 
jects, by their Prayers and Chearful Obedience to 


afford them their beſt Affiſtance, for the comforta- 
ble Support of their weighty Charge, and not thro 
Ambition, or Private Diſcontent; by Envy or 
Murmuring, or any other Sullen, Croſs, or Pee- 
viſh Humour to create them more Troubles. © 
We ſee then, that this Life is a State of Tryals and 
Troubles, which are infent to all Ranks of Men, « 
ſince the fall of Adam,even the beſt and greateſt are 
not exempt ; and this (11aid) the Text ſuppoſes, it 
highly concerns- all Men therefore to provide a 
ſate reſting place for their Souls; that among the 


ſundry and manifold Changes, and Chances of this 


Mortal] Life, and in the time of Sickneſs, - and at 


the hour of Death, they may retire thither for Re- 


pole and Comfort, and this is no where to be found, 
but in the Mercy and Goodneſs of God; O be thou 
our help in trouble, for vain is the help of Man. 

In which Words we are firſt to conſider, Holy 
David's Petition or Addreſs to God for Help and 


Succour, O be thou our help in trouble. 


Secondly, His Humble and Meek Confeſſion of 
the failure, and inſufficiency of all Humane Help, 
for wain is the help of Man. 


1 ſhall begin in thewing you the Vanity and In- 
ſufhciency of all Humane Helps; this being uſed 


by 


Pep” "_ 


by good King David, both as a Motive® to betake 


himſelfto God, and allo as an Argument to incline 


| God to his help. 


And the help of Man may be conſidered either, 


E 6rſt properly, for the help of thoſe that partake of 
the ſame Humane Nature; or fecondly improperly, 
for all created help, that is, all helps but God's. 


And all Humane Help, may be ſaid to be vain 


in a double Reſpect; firſt, in regard of Man's 
Will, ſecondly, . of his Power; in regard of his Will; 
| he is not always in the Mind to afford what help 
he may, too often out of inſenfibility of the wants 
of others, he withdraws his Hand, and denies his 
Aſliſtance; nay, it is well ſometimes if he will be but 
an innocent Spectator of another's Calamity, if he 
: does not break the bruiſed reed, if he does not perſe- 
cute him who is already ſmitten, or vex him who is alrea- 
| dy wounded ; Deſertion, bare Deſertion is almoſt 
not reckoned a Crime, for who (he will ſay) is fo 
| very nicely generous; or rather in his more proper 
s vet ſo imprudent, as to chain himſelf to 
2 


nking Veſſel, or to endanger himſelf with the 


unhappy Burthen of a drowning Man; and fome 


are ſo far from Sympathy, that (as if Miſery itſelf 


were catching and infectious) they can hardly brook. 


the very Looks and Preſence of the Diſtreſſed, and 
Calamitous; Gall, and Vinegar were the only Re- 
ſection, which the hard-hearted Jews would admi- 
niſter to a Crucifted Savieſ, empty good wiſhes — 

| paſs. 


[6] 


paſs for a more than ordinary Piece of Charity, g. 


Je warmed, and be ye filled for an high degree of Hu- 


manity, if compared with the Malice and Cruelty of 


thoſe above-mentioned. 82% 
The Wounded Traveller in the Parable, was re- 
markably Fortunate in the kind Offices of one good 


Samaritan, ſo ready to Relieve him, to Anoint his 


Wounds, and to be ſolicitous for his Recovery. 
Humane Help and Support proves but too oſten 
like the Staff of Egypt, readier to pierce the Hand than to 


ſuſtain. There is a Famous Story in Livy of the Car- 


thaginians Danger, who were well nigh enſlav d by 


their own Mercenary Army: And this our Iſland al- 
ſo calling in the Saxons to ſtop the Deſolations of the 


Picts, fell into Vaſſalage by its own Auxiliaries. So 


vain and unprofitable is Humane Help, being ſome- 


times difficult to obtain, dangerous ſometimes to re- 


ceive; being like ſome Mens Benefits mentioned in 


Seneca, Panem lapidiſum eſſe, c. As ſtony Bread very 


offenſive to both Teeth and Stomach, is ſometimes ſwal- 
lowed by mere force and dint of Hunger : Thus 
Humane Help and Beneficence is moſt commoiiy 
clogged and encumber d with Denials and Difficulties 
in the attainment, or elſe ſoured and ſpail'd with Up- 


| braidings and Imputations when received; and moſt 


Men ſtudy more how to evade the Importunities, than 
to relieve the Neceſlities of their Suppliants. 

- Almighty God is the only Benefactor who gives 
iberallyoall, ndupbrads C. All che Scrub 
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reap it not from them, the fault is in our ſelves, either 
in our own Indiſpoſition, or intemperate uſe of them; 


thoſe of his own Nature, wilfully neglecting, refuſing, 
or withdrawing much of that Good and Benefit which 
he might impart unto others: Vain therefore indeed 
is his Help, in reſpect of his Will, He being too often, 
when importun d, unwilling to afford what Help He 
can; of which we have a famous evaſive Inſtance in 
King Antigonus, (tho we need not look ſo far back 
for ſuch Precedents ) Ts , Seay , i., d 
s Ga, 6pn, a ina, To & ei, vir T<rIgpmy Ns 
le AN d xuuntgyy *pny mo Eec, Plutarch. Fe being 
ashed the Gift of a Talent by a Cynick Philoſopher, an- 
ſwered; That a Talent was too much for a Cynick to beg; 
being then asked but a Penny, anſwer d in like manner, That 
4 Penny was too little for a King to given When, ſays 
Seneca of this Royal Shuffler, Polluit aut talentum dare 
| tanquam Rex, aut denarium tanquam nico; He might 
with Honour have given either a: Talent, as a Royal Gift 
coming from a Ring, or indeed a Penny, conſidering the 

bumble Petitionenr. rr ole 
» *Secondly; Vain is Man's Help alſo iw reſpect of his 
Power; for there are many Caſes in which He cant 
help us, tho He would, either thro his Ignorance of 
ves out State and Condition, or thro his own Impotengy 
0 and Inability to Help and Succout, or thro his own 
ts B Mortality, 


neath us, do us all the good they can, according to 
God's Appointment at the firſt Creation; and if we 


Man is the only reſerv d, ſtiff and unkind Creature to | 
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Mortality, when he can neither help-himſelf nor others, 
- / Firſt, He may be ignorant of, or unacquainted 
with other Mens Wants and Troubles, Abraham knows 
us not, and Tſrael is ignorant of us. What the Prophet 
ſays of the Dead, is often verified of the Living; they 
often, very oſten know not one another's Exigences 
and Diſtreſſes. When Jacob ſent his Son Foſeph into 
the Field to his Brethren, He was no ſooner out of 
his fight, but out of his Protection alſo; they bind 
him, and caſt him into a Pit, and aſterward ſell him 
for a Slave; had good old Jacob known it, He might 
have been preſent, and by his Paternal Authority could 
have reſtrained their unnatural: Violence; bur all theſe 
things befel Joſeph, when Jacob was ignorant of all, 
and He, Good Man, charges the Bloody Intention 
of his Children upon the Cruelty of a Wild Beaſt, 
thought not in the leaſt that they had devoured their 

Brother. NOT nn 
It is not ſtrange then if the Help of Man ſome- 
times proves Vain, when he may be either ignorant 
of their Troubles to whom he wiſhes ever ſo well, 
or thro want of Means, or Knowledge how to apply 
them, may not be able to give them Relief and Eafc. 
A Phyfician poſſibly may know full. well chat his Pa- 
tient is Sick, and perhaps underſtand the Nature of 
his Malady, and have a proper Medicine too for his 
Diſtemper, and yet for want of Skill how! to Admi- 
niſter it, may not be able to eſſect a Cure. Gulm 
tells us of One who having bruis d bis „ 
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and. by that Bruiſe, ſtopp d the Nerves that the Animal 
Spirits could not freely move, ſo loſt the uſe of one of bis 
Hands; and going to an Wnskilful Phyſician, be applies 
4 Plaiſter to his Hand, which might have lain there long 
enough to little purpoſe ; but the more conſiderate Ga- 
len removed the Plaiſter to his Back, and cured the Lame- 
neſs. Thus we ſee, even where Means are not want- 
ing, yet that the want of Knowledge, of Skill how 
to ule them, may continue our Pains, our Griefs, our 
Diſaſters. . 25 

Hagar very well knew, that her Child was ready to 
periſh by "Thirſt, being in the ſame Condition her 
lelf, and yet was not able to relieve her (elf or Infant, 
cho a Fountain of Water was hard by, becauſe ſhe 
knew not of it: All, and the beſt that ſhe could do, 
was to lay down her Child under a Buſh, and depart at 
ſome diſtance, to lift up her Voice, that ſhe might not 
hear her Infant's Cries, until an Holy Angel directed her 
to 2 Fountain, and relieved both their Wants. 

All that Man can do, is to make uſe of Means, 
which if he wants, or knows not how to apply, he 
can do even nothing at all to help ſuch as are in 
Trouble; they muſt either groan or languiſh under 
their Burthens, or at beſt pitch upon ſome uncertain 
and doubtful Courſe, which, tho he thereby honeſtly 
may wiſh and intend their Good, yet in the illue may, 
prove their Overthrow/ and Ruin. 
Again, As Mans Ignorance and Want of Skill may 


reader his Help yain in time of Trouble; {6 oſten- 


1 times, 


L re ] 

times, his Impotency and Inability may prevent 
and hinder, tho he be ever ſo willing, and ever ſo 
knowing. 

Moſes Parents, no Bund loved the Vi well, and 
chere ore for a time, ventufech to conceal him, ind: hide 
him from the Egyptian Midwives ;. yet at length, to 
fecure themſelves, were forced to forſake him, and 
leave him floating in a Basket of Bulruſhes among 
the Flags of Nilus. 

No Man can ſerve fo Maſters ; and every Man 
will ſerve himſelf firſt. 

Men at beſt are but Ciſterns of Power, which tho 
ever fo full, can't hold over much; and ſuch as have 
too frequent recourſe to them, may in all reaſon ex- 

the ſame Anſwer, which che Wiſe Virgins gave 
the Fooliſh in the Parable, Not fo, left there be not 
—9 855 for us and you. 

General Calamities, or particular Trials, Fire and 
Sword, Famine and Peſtilence, c. which are Na- 
tional Scourges, and Diſeaſes and Diſtempers of 
Body or Mind; a thouſand Caſualties may render 
a Mans Condiivin ſuch, that his greateſt, deareſt , 
and trueſt Friends may not be able to relieve 8 
but ſuppoſing all this, that they are both willin 
able, yer they themſelves are mortal, and — jw one 
day leave us, and it may be juſt when we have moſt 


need of them: When they are going hence, they 


cant help themſelves; and when they are gone, it is 


impoſſible af gy? help us; therefore, ſays che 
* Royal 


s 
2 


[1] 
Royal Pfalmiſt (himſelf a King) Put not your truſt 
in Princes, nor in any Child of Man, for there is no help 
in them 3 that is, there is no certain help in them, for 
Men to truſt to, and entirely confide in, becauſe both 


their Life and Power are uncertain, upon which all 


their Help depends: And ſo it follows, For when the 
Breath of Man goeth forth, He ſhall turn again to his 
Earth, and then all his Thoughts periſh, all his Wealth 
and Pomp, all his Deſigns and Projects, Intereſts and 
Contrivances, as to this World, will be at an end; 
this is the utmoſt Period of his Race, and the laſt Act 
upon the Stage; after which, the Scene will be quite 
altered, and the Curtain drawn in the Chambers of 
Death, neither hath He any more a Portion for ever in any 
thing that is done under the Sun. | 
Princes indeed may do much whilſt they live, for 
they ſeem to have the World at will; yet tho they, 
live like Gods, they mult die like other Men. Kings, I 
ſay, by extraordinary Grace, may advance their Fa- 
vourites above the common Level of Mankind, yer 
no otherwiſe than as the Sun raiſes Vapours ; how: 
high ſoever they may mount whilſt He is in his Full 


Courſe, in his Strength and Vigour, yet the Sun once ſet, 


(and He is always paſling away) they ſhall be preci- 
pitated down again, and deſcend as faſt, as it were in. 
Drops of Tears, lamenting their own, Fall. The tal- 
leſt Cedars in Libanus are moſt expoſed to Storms and 


Tempeſts, and uſually, at their Fall, break and cruſh 


By poor Shrubs which grew. and floyriſhed. well under 


their: 


1 
\ 


7 
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| "their Shadow, and their Protection. baragh, {or 
Joes fake, did much for diſt 


| 
| 


[121 * 


refled * and all 


the Land of 


is Family; gave him the chuice of 


Egypt, but when he was dead, another Pharach 
aroſe who knew not Joſeph, who turned their Enter- 


tainment into Drudgery, and inſtead of Friends and 
Favourites, made them Slaves and Bond- men: 


Ceaſe ye then from Man, whoſe Breath is in bis Noſtrils, 
for wherein is be to be accounted of 


Again, Humane Help may'be taken in a larger 
Senſe, as it comprehends all Created Helps; but 
Man being the top and higheſt Scale of the Vik- 


ble Creation, he 1s, above all, moſt able to help 
and relieve - himſelf and others; the want of ma- 


ny Natural Excellencies, which we find in ſome of 


the Inferiour Creatures, as hardineſs. of Body, 
1 of the ſenſitive Faculties, Strength and 
Swiftnels, and the like, are abundantly ſupplied 
to Man in the Sagacity of his Mind, and Dexteri- 


ty of his Body : If a Beaſt chance to fall into a Pit, 


his Fellow Beaſt cannot help him out, unleſs he be 


ſome way aſſiſted by the help of Man, who (as! 
ſaid) by the exquiſite frame of his Body, and the 


quickneſs and circumſpection of his Mind, is endu- 
ed with Abilities to Reheve and Succour bath him- 


felf and others. Therefore, when Man's help 
fails, 'tis no wonder if all other Created Helps be- 
come vain, which can do nothing but as Inſtru- 
ments employ'd-by him. No marvel then if 2 


1 3 3 
avoi ! not in the day of Wrath, if an Horſe-be counted 
but 4 dain thing $f ons 4 Man in the day of Battel, and 
yet he is of conſiderable advantage as well for Op- 
polition as Flight, for Eſcape as Victory. 

No Strength can ſerve us to wreſtle with a mor- 
tal Diſeaſe, no outward Privilege can protect us 
from the Arreſt of Death, no Favour with Princes, 
or Market with the Multitude, can give us a 
Charter to ſecure us from the hand of Fate. And 
indeed how ſhould they, who cannot ſecure them- 
ſelves? For of this fad Truth 1 am ſure we have 
had but too many doleful Inſtances of late Years : 
firſt, the loſs of an incomparable Queen gave theſe 
unhappy Kingdoms but too juſt an occaſion for 
Mourning and Lamentation; then again, not long 
after, how were all our blooming Hopes blpſted, 
by the untimely Death of a moſt hopeful Infant 
Prince ? and then to compleat our grief, to conſum- 
mate our woe, we were molt unſeaſonably depri- 
ved of the beſt of Kings: And! fear me much, that 
our ingratitude toind Gag Heaven for miraculous. 
Mercies received, our contempt of Religion and 
all holy Things, our looſneſs of Morals, and ſome 
| other ned crying Sins of the whole Nation, 
have brought down this heavy hand of God upon 
us, in 5 Di 1 the ws 
"ag 12 us, . ins iguitie: 

Hall be 8 thereaf. That ſufficient | 
us Gong may not — tu a Gaful and re- 
n: bellious f 1 


? 


bellious People, the Holy Scriptures again teſtiſie, that =! 
if we do not amend we ſhall be deſtroyed, both We and our il df 
Ring: that is, We ſhall ceaſe to be a People, or Na- © 
tion, and be ſcattered like Vagabonds upon the face of ® 


the whole Earth. _ 33 1 011 1 
All worldly Comforts whatſoever, when (if at any iſ F 
time) poſſeſs d, are many ways but inſufficient Helps, * 

and yet we hold them by ſuch an uncertain Tenure, i 
that we can have no aſſurance of their abode wich us: * 
for as the Wiſe-man ſays of Riches, we may of all d 
other worldly Helps, Riches certainly make themſelves . 
wings, they flee away as an Eagle towards Heaven: and / 
it would be well if they could carry their late Owners d 
with them; but alas! they muſt ſtay behind to lament 5 
and bewail the Loſs of them. — 4 

Thus we ſee the Vanity and Inſufficiency of all hu- 0 
mane, all created Helps, vain is the help of Man : for t 
ſometimes, tho it be in his power, yet for want of 7 

Good- will, thro Churliſhnes and Inſenſibility, or k 
thro Malice and Envy, he will not relieve and ſuc- 6 
cour, no not ſo much as pity and compaſſionate the Y 
diſtreſſed and calamitous: Mmetimes, thro Ignorance, , 
he knows not how to do it; or thro his Impotence 0 
and Mortality, tho he knows our Troubles, and be 1 
ever ſo willing to eaſe us of our Burthens, yet he can- : 
not help us. All the Kiridneſs'Man can ſhew to his 
dying Friend, is to ſtand by and ſighi and weep, and t 
doſe up his Eyes, and attend him to his Grave; he ; 


cannot command away Sickneſs, nor bribe nor ter- 
won, rifie 
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Spirit, or bind up a broken Heart; this is in his pow- 


o 


er only who is the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, and the 


only maker and ſearcher of hearts. It is in vain therefore 


to build our Happineſs upon ſuch narrow, ſuch weak 
Foundations. He that puts his Truſt and Confidence 


in any thing beſides God, throws away a ſure Staff. 
«to lean upon a Reed; he forſakes the Fountain of living 


Waters, which always runs clear, can never be dreined 
dry, and heweth him out Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns which 
can hold no water. Some put their truſt in Chariots, and 
ſome in Horſes. Forts and Magazines, Armies and 
Navies, and Money to pay them, are the chief of hu- 
mane Strength, and yet they are but vain Helps with- 
out God's Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance : for we often ſee, 
that they who truſt in them are caſt down and fallen, but 
they that remember the Name of the Lord their God, and 
put their truſt in his mercy, are riſen and ſtand upright ; 
for he will always be a ſure refuge in time of Trouble to 
all that ſeek to him, and rely upon him. For there are 


none of thoſe Defects and Imperfections in his Nature, 


which are either voluntary, or elſe neceſſary in all 
Creatures, and render their help in all caſes uncertain, 


and in many caſes abſolutely vain, as we have ſeen 


at large before. : FA 

But God's Love to Mankind, eſpecially to. thoſe 
that ſegk him, and rely upon him, is infinite, like him- 
ſelf, for God is love. It is as much above and beyond 
the Love of the moft provident Father, and the ten- 
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3 dereſt Mother, as the Heavens are above the Earth, 
* He is the Author of chat natural Affection which earth- 
ly Parents bear towards their Children, and in him it 
reſides in the higheſt degree of Perfection. and Con- 
Rancy. Can a Woman forget her ſucking child, that * 
Proud not have compaſſion on the Son of her Womb ? lays 
God by the Prophet: and the Queſtion is anſwered in 
the ſame Verſe, Nea they may forget, yet will not J forget 
thee; that is, God will by no means forget his Church, 
his faithful People. He ſo loved the World, that he gave 
bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life: and as St. Paul argues 
in another place, He that ſpared not his only Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo 
freely give us all things? There can be no fear or doubt 
then of God's Love and Good-will, no nor of his 
Wiſdom and Knowledge neither; for he is Light as 
well as Love: God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at 
all. He knows the inmoſt Recefles, the very Thoughts 
and Secrers of all Hearts, the Wants and Neceſſities 
of all Men, and what Supplies and Remedies are moſt 
fir and proper in their reſpective Conditions. Again, 
whereas the Power of Man is but limited, and he often 
times cannot help us tho he would; the Power of 
Gad is infinite, not limited or reſtrained by any thing 
but his own moſt holy Will: As for our God be is in 
Heaven, he hath done what /oe ver pleaſed him. He#cannot 
be hindred by any Reſiſtance, or diſappointed by any 
Caſualties or Occurrences; He is a fare Refuge in (due) 
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the of trouble, that is, in his own good time. That Wl 
his general Providence watches over and preſerves 
all his Creatures, yet is he pleafed in a more eſpeci - 
al manner to declare himſelf to be 4 Father of the 
Fatherleſs, and to have a greater care and regard to 
the Widow, Poor, and Stranger; to all thoſe who 
are in ſtreights and troubles, than to other Men, and 
this Power of God is everlaſting, all things elſe had 
a beginning, and may have an end; but be inhabits 
eternity, is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, 
and his years can never fail, therefore be will never fail 
ſuch as ſeek to him, and put their truſt in him. 
But yet, tho' God is able to do all things for us, 
and it is beyond doubt, that all other helps without 
his are but vain; yet I ſay, this is no good Argu- 
ment for us to-fit ſtill and Jay aſide our own Endea- 
vours; he having poſitively enjoin'd us the uſe of 
them, and no where that I know of, promiſed us 
any thing without them. | 
He once indeed ſaid to the Children of Iſrael, 
ye ſhall not need to fight in this Battel, ſet your ſelves, 
ſtand ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the Lord. And 
when he ſhall pleaſe to ſay fo again, we may then 
with confidence, and ſafety rely upon his Word, 
otherwiſe, it will be but an unwarrantable pre- 
ſumption for us to rely upon his Power, without 
his Promiſe, without his Command. God hath 
furniſhed us with Powersand Faculties, ſuitable and 
proper for variety of een, A 
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be imagin'd that they were given us in vain; we 
know the doom of the unprofitable Servant, who 
hid his Talent in the Ground, it was taken from him, 
and he was caſt into outer darkneſs. God takes no 
pleaſure either in Fools or Sluggards, when any 
trouble or. danger 1s nigh at hand, we may uſe both 
prudent Counſels, and honeſt Endeavours, to avoid 
and get rid of them; but we muſt firſt hambly 
ſupplicate the Throne of Grace, for Bleſſing and 
Protection, and leave the Succeſs of both to God's 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs; at what Time, by what 
Perſon, by what Means, and in what Meaſure, it 
ſhall pleaſe himto ſave and deliver us. 

There are indeed a fort of People, who would 
willingly truſt in God by halves, they would wil- 
lingly be 1n league with Omnipotence (fo far in 
the right) but then they would direct it according 
to a Scheme of their own, which very likely, ſhall 
be widely diſtant from the alwiſe determinations of 
the Almighty, as if he were engaged to help them 
alwaysat a dead lift, and leave them to rule Lords 
and Maſters in the Government of the World; they 
would very willingly depend on him for his Omni- 
potence, but his Wiſdom they are unwilling to 
truſt to; having forſooth a very ſtrong (but vain) 
fancy, that they can contrive better for themſelves, 
| than God can (or at moſt will) for them; and very 
| peeviſhly refuſe to entertain with a becoming Gra- 
titude and Chearfulneſs, any Bleſſing or Delive- 
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rance -( how great ſoever it be) if it anſwer not in 
every minute Circumſtance, the Way and Method 
their nice Humours have idly dreamt, it ought to be 
performed in. Mhat I beſeech you is this, but a par- 
tial Reſignation? They would willingly ſhare God's 
Bleſſings, and Pos in the moſt Wonderful Works 
He hath done for Us, but would gladly preſcribe him 
2 Method in bringing them to pals. | 
But we, I hope, are of another mind, who are 
met together gratefully to Commemorate the Happy 
Inauguration of our llluſtrious Queen ANNE, and 
to beg of Almighty God, that He would vouchſaſe by 
the Hands of this His Vicegerent, to perfect and com- 
plete the Great Work effectually, to humble the French 
Deſtroying Nimrod of this Age; a Work, which in 
God's Holy Name, was fo righteouſly begun, and fo 


 proſperoully carried on by Her Majeſty's late Glorious, 


now Bleſfed Predeceſſor; for as this thrice Happy Day, 
is Inaugaratio Illuſtriſimæ ANNA Reginæ: So is it alſo 
Beatiſſimi Wilbelmi Apotheoſis, for He is numbred among 
the Saints; Surely, He ſhall not be moved for ever , the 
Righteous: ſhall. be had in everlaſting Remembrance. But 
learn we from hence, in all our Undertakings to im- 
plore God's Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance, which alone can 
Crown them with Succefs, and make the moſt unlike- 
ly and inconſiderable Means become effectual to the 
attainment of our deſired Ends, as it increas d the 
Meal and Oil of the Old Woman of Sarepta, without 
any other Spring or Root but the Prayer and _ 
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of che Prophet; it is He that miniſtrech Seed to the 
Sower, and multiplieth the Seed ſown; the . 
of 


and Increaſe are both his; but (till He is the Go 


Order, and works not ordinarily, but by ordinary 


Means; therefore they mult be uſed alſo in ſubſervi- 
ency, and with dependance on his Good Will and 
Pleaſure: Our only ſafe way is to ſtrive wich; God in 


devour and fervent Prayers ( thoſe prevailing Arms of 


2 Chriſtian) and to add our lawful Endeavours which 
He hath preſcribed us, and then for his Goodneſs and 
Mercy's ſake, He cannot diſmiſs us without His Bleſing, 
without graciouſly granting what we honeſtly deſire, 
namely, The Pardon of all our Sins paſt, the Preler- 
vation of Her Majeſty's Sacred Perſon, and the future 
Proſperity of Her Arms both by Land and Sea. 
Ve are mighty zealous, and earneſt, and make a 
wondrous pother moſt of us, to beſpeak our ſelves 
good Patriots, Lovers of our pure Reformed Church, 
our Good Queen, and our dear Country; but after 
all, we can no otherwiſe ſo effectually demonſtrate the 
Hnceriry of our Affections, and our well apply d Zeal, 
as by entring our ſelves all, and every one of us, in- 
to a moſt ſincere, unfeigned, and ſtrict Alliance with 
the = . Lord of Hoſts, the King of Heaven. We 


| muſt each of Us, from the higheſt ro the loweſt, amend 


our Ways, ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do Good ; We muſt 
break off from the crying National Sins our ſelves, 
and diſcourage them where ever we meet them, ſuch 


as Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Drunkgnneſs, Adul- 
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rey, \Fornication, Herefie and $chiſm, or elſe, notwith-- 
ſtanding our big Pretences of Loyalty to our Good 
Queen, we ſhall, at the long Run, prove as bad Sub- 
jects as thoſe do Church-men, who make a loud and 
noiſy cry for the Church, the Church, and yet come 
as rarely at it as the moſt Hypocritical Occaſional Con- 


formiſt : For the pooreſt Perſon amongſt Us, whole 


humble Condition is below paying Taxes, may con- 
tribute as much rowards. the Happy Succeſs of Her 
Majeſty's Arms, by the prevailing Efficacy of Devour 
Prayer, and a Religious and Holy Life, more (I fay ) 
than He, who pays his Thouſands, and is of a diſſo- 
lute Life, and wicked Converſation. For the heavy 
preſſure of Sin is as a Clog or Stumbling Block 
in the purſuit of Victory; and as Righteouſneſs exal- 
teth a Nation, fo is Sin 4 Reproach to any People: We 
thall do well therefore always, with the Holy Prophet 
DMid, if we hope to be in ſafety, to a multitude of 
Counſellors and Captains, to add alſo a multitude of 
Prayers. What a decent and becoming Sight would 
it now be ? what a generous Return of Piety in theſe 
perilous Times, in this lukewarm Generation | to ſee 


a continued Concourſe of People preſſing towards | 
God's Houſe with a Devout and Ardent Zeal, pou- | 


ring forth their Prayers, Supplications and Thank, 
givings between the Porch and the Altar, faying, 
Mou ſhalt grant the Queen a long Life, that Her Nears - 
may endure. throughout all. Generations. 

Let Her Days be many, and Her Reign proſperous. 
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She ſhalt "dwell ! befve * ever 0 fee are, thy b. 
ve mercy..and. faites, that. they muy preſerve Her. 
* Offave thy N ave thy Bleſihg unto thine Inhe- 
ritance ?: feed them, wd er them: u up for ever.. 
+ Thou art the God that Aoet hl Wonders, and haft declared 
th Power among the People.” 5 
Ten haſt mightily delivere 4 thy People, even the Sons 
of Tacob and Joſeph. 3 
T will remember the Works of the Lord, and call to mind 
3 his Wonders of old time. 
E ? ſhall refrain the Spirit f Princes and 10 wonderful 
| er the Kings of the Earth. 
Aud why?” God is the Judge 3 be fuer down one and 
At up 812 TH 
4 the horns of the Ungodly ao will be break, and the 
orns of the Righteous ſhall be exited. | 
"0 that Men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his Gd: 
196 and declare The Wonders that begdoth 7 "the! 
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! "Unto thee, 0: God; do me; ge Thonks; ge 4, W ee 
4. ve give · Thanks. - 1 


5. Bll Une Et God from T7 and world 
| without end and 1 al the People ſa, Amen. | 
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